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to which scattered refugees may rally. With the Urmi
sections, however, it is a different case. It was simply
impossible for British authority to guarantee protection
to these folk if they returned to their old home in Persia,
and equally impossible for the Persian " Government" to
protect them when there.
The only effective authority in the Urmi district is the
ruffian Simco, and the feeling against the return of the
expelled Christians is far more pronounced in Persia than
in Kurdistan. In Kurdistan the war was simply a large
instance of the feuds that had always been fought out
in the land since time began. In Persia it was an unpre-
cedented/ and largely successful, rising of an inferior and
subject race ! This is a thing fair harder to forgive. Thus,
in Kurdistan the Kurds were ready to clear out of " Christian
lands" that they had actually occupied and tilled; in
Persia, the Mussulmans were ploughing the Assyrian village
sites, and building houses on the vineyards, in their readiness
to face any loss and labour, if only all trace of the Christians
could be obliterated.
The British authorities declared that they could not
repatriate men of Urmi. Every individual would receive
a " capitation grant" similar to that given to others, and
every family would be given lands, in Irak, if they would
accept them. If they returned to Persia, it must be as
individual Persian subjects at their own risk. It was a
hard saying, but one does not see what else they could
possibly say.
Even so, the drawing force of their own land was too
strong to be resisted in many cases. " The earth that bore
us lies lightest on our bones," and some thousands of Urmi
people (there were some 10,000 of them in all) sought to
return to their own land. Many settled in Mesopotamian
towns, and found work there, but hardly any accepted the
lands in Irak that the Government would give. Nothing is
harder than helping folk! At first there were difficulties
about the reception of even individuals at.the frontier, but
ibi* was overcome, and several thousand returning refugees
'drifted to centres like Hamadan and Tabriz (where others